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Air quality in Huntington area 
topic of May meeting
Air Quality in the Huntington Area is the subject of the 
League's May 23rd meeting at 7 p.m., Enslow Park Pres­
byterian Church: N O TE TH E C H A N G E O F DATE. 
The speakers at the meeting will be Skip Kropp, Chief of 
the WV Office of Air Quality, and Deirdra Halley, League 
of Women Voters of West Virginia Deirdra serves as a 
citizen advisor to the WV Division of Sivironmental Pro­
tection's Office of Air quality and recently served on a sta­
keholders group which rewrote some WV air regulations.
A 1998 USEPA report rates Cabell County as among 
the 10% worst counties in the U.S. for ozone pollution. 
In 1997 Cabell County ranked among the worst 20% of 
all counties in the U.S. in terms of noncancer hazards. It 
is difficult to assess what statistics mean, and more diffi­
cult to connect air quality with specific health problems. 
The League has scheduled the meeting in order to inform 
ourselves and the public about the quality of our air, its 
impact our our health and environment, and what meas­
ures need to be taken to improve it.
More on air quality taken from the Environ­
mental Defense website, www.scorecard.org, with addi­
tions from other sources:
Air pollutants may be classified as hazardous air pollut­
ants (HAPs) or criteria air pollutants, both of which may 
cause adverse effects to human health, propoty, or the en­
vironment. Almost 200 of HAP chemicals have been 
identifed, including chemicals that can cause cancer or 
birth defects. HAPs come from vehicles and small busi­
nesses as well as factories and power plants. Many of the 
HAPs frcan WV manufacturers have declined in the last 
decade, but only since 1998 has EPA required power 
plants to report their toxics releases (TRI). The report now 
shows that coal-fired power plants are far and away the lar­
gest contributors to toxic pollution as well as criteria air 
pollutants in West Virginia.
The U.S. EPA has identified six criteria pollutants: Car­
bon Monoxide, Lead, Nitrogen Dioxide, (one of several 
Nitrogen Oxides), Ozone (formed from precursor Volatile 
Organic Compounds), Particulate Matter, and Sulfur 
Dioxide
EPA has established "National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards" (NAAQS) for each criteria pollutant, whidi de­
fine the maximum legally allowable concentration. If the
NAAQS for a pollutant is exceeded, adverse effects on human health may 
occur. EPA aiKl state agencies monitor area quality to assess compliance 
with these standards. Areas of the country where air pollution levels per­
sistently exceed the standards may be designated by\|he U.S. EPA as 
"nonattainment areas".
CARBON MONOXIDE (CO). 77% of the nationwide CO emissions are 
from transportation sources. Other major CO scairces~are wood-burning 
stoves, incinerators and industrial sources.
LEAD (Pb) Lead gasoline additives, non-ferrous smelters, and battery 
plants are the most significant contributors to Pb emissions into the at­
mosphere. Due to vehicles shifting to lead-free gasoline, the decrease in 
Pb emissions from all sources declined from 20,100 tons in 1985 to 
4,900 tons in 1993.
NITROGEN DIOXIDE (N02) The major mechanism for the forma­
tion of N 02 in the atmosphere is the oxidation of nitric oxide (NO), 
which is produced by most combustion processes.
NITROGEN OXIDES (NOx) form when fuels are burned at high tem­
peratures. The two major emissions sources are vehicles and stationary 
combustion sources such as electric utility and industrial boilers.
OZONE (03) is the major component of smog. 03  is formed through 
complex chemical reactions in the atmosphere. Precursor compounds like 
volatile organic compounds (VOC) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx) react to 
form 03  in the presence of sunlight so peak 03  levels typically occur 
during the warmer times of the day and year.
PARTICULATE MATTER (PM) includes dust, dirt, soot, smoke and 
liquid droplets directly emitted into the air by source such as factories, 
pow ^ plants, cars, construction activity, fires and natural windblown 
dust Particles formed in the atmosphere by condensation cm* the transfor­
mation of emitted gases such as S02. VOCs are also considered particu­
late matter.
SULPHUR DIOXIDE (S02) is released jMimarily from burning fuels 
that contains sulfur (like coal, oil and diesel fuel). Stationary sources such 
as coal- and oil-fired power plants, steel mills, refineries, pulp and paper 
mills, and nonferrous smelters are the largest releasers.
VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS (VOQ are emitted from diverse 
sources, including automobiles, chemical manufacturing facilities, dry- 
cleaners, paint shops and other <x>mmercial and residential sources that use 
solvents and paint VOC emissions form 03  through complex chemical 
reactions with oxides of nitrogen (NOx) in the presence of sunlight
It is hoped that the US EPA will carry out its new initiatives to im­
prove the quality of our air. These include cleaning up the emissions from 
aging coal-fired power plants (grandfathered in from complying with stan­
dards required on new {^ants), new vehicular fuel standards, and cleaner 
and more efficient engines in all vehicles. All standards would apply to 
SUVs, pickup trucks, minivans, diesel trucks, and buses, which have not 
had to comply with the same standards as cars.
Email List Created for League Members
An Interactive Mailing List has been created for League of Women 
Voters members by Linda Rowe. This list will allow subscribing 
League members to discuss issues and share information in an email 
forum.
To subscribe to the'list, people can do one of two things:
1. Send an email message to mailserv@marshail.edu 
with the following content in the body of the message:
subscribe Iwv-list 
end
2. Send an email message directly to Linda Rowe, 
rowe@marshall.edu telling her that you want to subscribe 
and giving, in the body of the message,your name and 
email address.
Only people who are subscribed will be able to send messages to the 
list To send messages to the list, subscribers should address them to 
lwv-list@marshall.edu
A F E W  T IP S  for Successful Email List Experiences:
’*'Remember that messages sent to the list, lwv-list@marshall.edu 
will be read by EVERYONE who subscribes.
’̂ Remember that when people reply to messages on the list by hit­
ting the "reply” key, their replies will also be seen by everyone on 
the lis t
^People who send messages to the list should include their full 
names and email addresses in the body of their messages. That way, 
it will be clear to everyone who the author is and be helpful to those 
who might want to contact the author directly.
’̂ Computer viruses can be sent through email lists and computer 
"criminals" can break into lists. List subscribers are cautioned not 
open any files or attachments of questionable origin. I 
^Before forwarding something from the list to pieople who are NOT 
on the list, subscribers should make sure that the author doesn’t mind 
having die message forwaided.
^Subscribers should limit the content of their messages to topics 
consistent with the goals and interests of the League of Women Vot­
ers. For more information contact Linda Rowe at rowe@marshall.edu or 
696-2495 (work).
"Disconnected: Politics, the Press, and the Public"
will be a TV program on PBS, on June 2. The program will focus on 
questions such as the fdlowing: Should candidates and their families 
be entitled to a zone of privacy in their personal life? Is the media 
covering the horse race at the expense of substance? Are campaign 
consultants blocking media access to the candidates? A discussion 
guide will be available on www.fredfriendlyseminars.org and 
www.pbs.org. The LWVUS is a partner in this project
A report from the LWVUS’ UN observer
Our observer has been working with the UN’s Working Group on 
Girls under the auspices of the nongovernmental organiz^ons 
(NGO). Other hot issues at the UN are landmines, the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, the International Criminal Court, and 
funding.
M illion mom march
On May 14, the League will join the Million Mom March to call 
on Congress to pass sensible gun safety measures.
Sensible gun safety measures needed
Congress must act now to enhance public safety and protect 
our children by:
V requiring real background checks on all firearm purchasers at 
all gun shows: so-called “private collectors” can sell guns 
without background checks at gun shows and flea markets. 
The Brady law requires that f e d ^ l y  licensed gun dealers ini­
tiate and complete a background chec^ before they sell a fire­
arm; whether the sale takes place at a gim store or at a gun 
show. No such requirement extends to individuals who call 
themselves “private collectors” at gun shows and other public 
venu^. In m<:^ states, these individuals are legally able to 
sell one, five, ten or twenty guns at gun shows without con­
ducting a background check or following any of the state’s 
firearms sales laws. It has been suggested that a 24-hour badk- 
ground check would be an acceptable “compromise” to the 
three business-day check currently in place for federal dealers. 
(An incomplete background c h ^ k  allows the sale to proceed. 
Therefore, the shorter period allows more guns to be sold to 
prohibited purchasers). According to the Justice Department, 
such a “compromise” would allow 17,000 prohibited purchas­
ers to get guns. It would expand, rather than close, the guns 
show loophole.
V banning the import of large ammunition clips: Current fed­
eral law prohibits ammunition clips that hold 10 or more bul­
lets if they are produced in this country. A loophole allows 
such clips to be imported from other countries, and these clips 
are a major threat to people’s health and safety.
V keeping handguns and assault weapons out of the hands of 
anyone uner age 21 (unless appropriately supervised): Young 
adults aged 18-21 can legally purchase handguns. In most 
states, juveniles of any age can purchase or be in possession of 
assault weapons. Under federal law, young adults 18-21 can­
not purchase handguns from federally licensed dealers; howev­
er, a dangerous loophole allows them to purchase handsguns 
and even assault pistols in a “private” transaction from any 
private individual, including the so-called “private collectors” 
who sell many firearms at gun shows. Young men in this age 
bracket commit a high percentage of the nation’s violent crime 
but are still legally permitted to buy weapons most typically 
used in those crimes.
V and ensuring that all guns are equipped with safety devices 
such as trigger locks: Gun manufacturers are not required to 
make guns that are safer and less accessible to children and 
other unauthorized users. Manufacturers have tte  ability, us­
ing existing technology, to make guns that cannot be used by 
unauthorized users. Simple, internal locking devices, includ­
ing combination locks, have been available for year, but man­
ufacturers have not taken advantage of even these simple inex­
pensive devices. Guns are not regulated for safety by the Con­
sumer Product Safety Commission or any other federal agency, 
making it the only unregulated consumer product in America 
to<fey. As a result, many guns manufactured today lack even 
the most basic kind of safety devices.
Contact all or e-mail our Representatives. (Phone calls are 
more likely to be effective.) Urge them to support the reason­
able gun safety provisions adopted by the Senate, especially 
the gun show measures.
You can find out how our Congressmen voted on gun control 
at www.lwv.org/takeaction/kewotes.htTTil (from the TWVUS)
LEAGUE OF W m N  W7ER5 YEAR IN  REVIEW
HUNTINGTON, WV 1999-00
VOTERS SERVICE
M ailed  ou t C a n d id a te s ’ q u e s t io n n a ir e s .  Prim ary 2000  
D is tr ib u t e d  VOTE p o s t e r s
D em onstrated  new v o t in g  p r o c e s s  -  Church Women D a ite d , B e v e r ly  H i l l s  Wbmen’s  
C lub , ch u r c h e s , K iw anis Pancake F e s t iv a l  a t  th e  F ie ld  House 
R e g is te r e d  V o te r s  a t  f e d e r a l  Women’ s  E q u a lity  Day
ACTION -  LOCAL
Sup ported  c o n t in u in g  e x c e s s  le v y  fo r  s c h o o ls
STATE
Met w ith  WV l e g i s l a t o r s  -  LWVWV l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s
A c t io n  A le r t  -  T elephone C a l l s  t o  su p p ort a  ta x  on sm o k ele ss  to b a cco
Sup ported  th e  B lack w ater  Canyon N a tio n a l Park
NATIONAL
Opposed d e la y s  in  c le a n in g  up p o l lu t io n  from com bined sew ers  (CSO)
Opposed a  r id e r  on CSO’s  w hich  w ould weaken w e tla n d s  p r o t e c t io n  
Sup ported  Campaign F in an ce  Reform
Sup ported  Managed Care Improvement Act ( P a t ie n t ’ s  B i l l  o f  R ig h ts )
Supported  F u ll  Funding fo r  th e  UN
Opposed r e s c in d in g  o r  w eakening th e  N a tio n a l V oter  R e g is t r a t io n  A c t ,
"Motor V oter"
Sup ported  Com prehensive T e st  Bern T rea ty
PUBLICATIONS
"Summer Fun, 1999", r e c r e a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  c h i ld r e n  and you th  
"2000 G uide t o  V o te , Prim ary E le c t io n "
LEAGUE MEETINGS
1999 Annual m eetin g ; Dr. Cal Kent -  G overnor’ s  Proposed  Tax Changes in  WV 
; M ountain Top Removal -  Jeinet Fout find D avid  Todd
R o le  o f  US in  I n te r n a t io n a l  Community -  C la ir  M atz, sp ea k er ; co sp o n so red  w ith  AAUW 
Making S en se  o f  S o c ia l  S e c u r ity  -  Jane Husteetd
"Running f o r  O ff ic e "  w jrkshop -  Martha Woodward, B e t ty  B a r r e t t ,  P at Hartman, D avid  
Tyson; Karen Hemnah-Cole 
N a tio n a l Progreun P la n n in g  M eetin g
A lt e r n a t iv e  E d u ca tion  in  C a b ell County -  B en n ie  T h om as;D ietin g  w ith  AAUW and 
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  N egro B u s in e ss  eind P r o fe s s io n a l  Women
SPECIAL PROJECTS AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION
P a r t ic ip a t e d  in  M arshall U’s  E arth  Day e v en t  
A d m in istered  a  F in an ce D r iv e
D onated books to  C a b ell County and M arshall U n iv e r s ity  L ib r a r ie s  -  "True t o
O u r se lv e s;  a  C e le b r a tio n  on Women MEiking a  D if fe r e n c e "  and "C hoosing th e  
P r e s id e n t"
L eague members p a r t ic ip a t e d  in  IMITE, th e  r a c e  r e la t io n s  ta s k  f o r c e
Spoke on Campaign F in an ce Reform a t  MU dorm
Spoke on a iv ir o n m e n ta l Shopping, B e v e r ly  H i l l s  Women’s  Club
P a r t ic ip a t e d  on MU’s  O rg a n iz in g  P r o je c t  pemel
H osted  LWVWV c o n v e n tio n
P la y e d  th e  L e g i s la t iv e  Game w i t h  MU s tu d e n ts
t
A C T IO N  A L ER T  - C A M PA IG N  FIN A N C E  R E F O R M
Keep up the public cry for campaign finance reform. Ask our 
U.S. Senators to reconsider and pass H.R. 417, the Shays-Meehan 
campaign finance reform bill and to oppose measures, such as S. 
1816, the Hagel bill, that would triple individual contribution lim­
its and fail to close the "soft money" and "sham issue ad" loop­
holes. —
Soft money - The soft money loophole allows corporations, labor 
unions and wealthy individuals to contribute unlimited amounts of 
money to political parties and evade restrictions on their contribu­
tions to political campaigns. The League believes that large soft 
money contributions to political parties should be baimed by re­
quiring these contributions to be subject to the same restrictions as 
contributions to political candidates.
Sham Issue Ads-The sham issue ad loophde allows corporations, 
unions and other organizations to target candidates by name with a 
barrage of broadcast advertising, usually negative, right before an 
election. Because of technicalities, these ads operate outside the 
disclosure and campaign contribution restrictions of current law. 
“Congress eair,'afid“ should; dose tMsloo{*ole by passing legisla- “  
tion that requires electioneering ads to be treated like campaign 
contributions under the law.
Senate Rules Committee Chairman Mitch McConnell (R KY), 
the leading opponent of campaign finance reform in the Senate, 
has scheduled a series of hearings on campaign finance reform and 
other elections issues, culminating in an expected mark-up of 
S.1816, the Hagel bill, on May 17.
THANK YOU
-BFI for your generous contribution to "Summer Fun".
-Actelphia Cable TV for underwriting the TV production costs for 
the candidates meeting.
-Mary Anderson for all of your work on arrangements which 
makes our meetings possible.
-Julie Damewood for your management of the upcoming issue of 
"Summer Fun".
-Martha Woodward for arranging for and moderating our excellent 
Board of Education candidates meeting.
-Herald-Dispatch, Frances Huddleston, Anna Csemica, and Helen 
GibWns for your work on the candidates questionnaires in the Her­
ald-Dispatch.
The LWV is a nonpartisan political organization th a t en­
courages the informed and active participation of citizens 
in government and influences public policy through edu­
cation and advocacy. Membership in the League is open to 
women and men of voting age. Annual dues, not tax de­
ductible, are $35 individual, $50 for two in  one household 
and $24 for students.
To join, send your check to : Ann Speer, Treasurer, 706 
Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701
H u n t i n g t o n  A r e a
BULLETIN
S a l l y  K .  A d k i n s ,  E d i t o r
May 15-29 Aime Frank exhibit, Birke Art 
Gallery @ MU.
May 23 7 p.m., LWV Huntington area
meeting, Enslow Park Presbyterian Church, 
“Air Quality”
June 17-20 LWVUS Convention 2000, 
Washington Hilton, Washington, DC.
Update from the annual meeting
At the aimual meeting, members voted to change the by­
laws to allow a president to serve more than two consecutive 
terms, with the bylaws change to be voted on at the May 
meeting. However, our bylaws permit bylaws amendments 
only at an annual meeting and with notification of the mem­
bers two weeks p io r  to the annual meeting. In csrder to alle­
viate the problem that Himtington does not have a  Resi­
dent, the Huntington LWV Board voted to appoint Helen 
Gibbins, administrative director.
CONGRATULATIONS to LWV members
*Marilyn Hdlandsworth, The Herald-Dispatch’s Volunteer 
ctf the Year, and
*Margarette Leach, honored by the Prestera Center for her 
contributions to mental health services.
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